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Welcome to St James’s Church. Whether you are with us in 

person or joining us online, you are very welcome. 
 

Everyone is warmly invited to receive communion or a blessing 

so please do come forward at the appropriate time. 
 

We welcome the Venerable Rosemary Lain-Priestley as our 
celebrant today, adviser to the Bishop of London. 
 

If you have donations for Euston Foodbank, please place 

them at the foot of the altar. 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

INTROIT 

The Singing Scholars and Lay Singers sing Cantate Domino, 

words: Psalm 149 vv.1-2 (Vulgate), music: Giuseppe Pitoni 

(1657-1743). 
 

Cantate Domino canticum novum; 

laus ejus in ecclesia sanctorum. 

Laetetur Israël in eo qui fecit eum, 

et filii Sion exsultent in rege suo. 
 

O praise ye the Lord, prepare a new song, 

And let all God’s saints in full concert join; 

Ye tribes all assemble the feast to prolong, 

In solemn procession with music divine. 
 

OPENING HYMN 
[Tune: O waly, waly; Words: Brian Wren (b. 1936)] 
 

Eternal Wisdom, timely Friend, 

each cell, each self, reveals your art, 

and we, the children of your heart, 

upon your faithfulness depend. 
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We do not know if we alone 

can know ourselves, the world, and you, 

or if, in other spaces too, 

awakened minds have flexed and grown. 
 

Within your boundless care and thought, 

set free by your creative grace, 

we marvel that you give us space 

to grow, and move in ways untaught. 
 

Your purpose, weaving dark and light, 

as deep and restless as the sea, 

is overcast with mystery, 

and ranges far beyond our sight. 
 

We only know, from all we find 

in Christ, that you will not forget 

the earth or us, but keep us yet  

in love, in being, and in mind. 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 
 

The priest says 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The priest welcomes everyone and introduces the service.  
 

Eternal God, to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
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that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
 

The deacon says 
 

Let us call to mind the fractured relationships and injustices of 

our world;  

Let us remember our own part in this and make our confession 

in penitence and faith.  

 

KYRIE (Ghanaian) 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Kyrie eleison. 

(Lord, have mercy.) 
 

All sing 
 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison,  

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, 
 

Christe eleison, Christe eleison,  

Christe eleison. Christe eleison. 
 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison,  

Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

 

After a short silence, the priest leads the confession … 
 

Living God, we confess that we have not loved you with all 

our whole heart, nor lived in right relationship with Creation.  
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In sorrow and repentance, we acknowledge our complicity in  

the earth’s desecration, our indifference to the cries of its  

beings and our lack of concern for those who come after us. 
 

In your mercy, may we be forgiven.  

May we find the hope and courage to renew our relationship 

with you and serve the healing of your Creation.  

Amen. 

 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

The priest says  
 

May the God who is both power and love forgive you  

and set you free; give you healing and strength,  

and raise you to new life in Christ.  

Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA (Argentinian) 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high. 

Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high. 
 

And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well 

pleased.  

And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well 

pleased.  

Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high. 

And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well 

pleased.  
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Collect 
 

The priest says 
 

Let us pray 
 

Creator God, 

you made the goodness of the land, 

the riches of the seas 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

As we thank you for the harvest, 

may we cherish and respect 

this planet, and all that lives and has lived 

through Jesus Christ who lives at the heart of all creation. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 

Philippians 3.4b-14 
 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh,  

I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of  

the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 

of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor 

of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 

because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss 

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 

regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to 
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know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 

of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow 

I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 

already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 

me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 

own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind;  

and if you think differently about anything, this too God will 

reveal to you. Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 
 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those 

who live according to the example you have in us. For many 

live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of 

them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; 

their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their 

minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, 

and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that 

it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power 

that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
 

Listen for what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand.  

 

PSALM 65 vv.1-8 
 

Response: Blessed are those who dwell in your courts. 
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During the psalm, the Gospel is carried in procession down the 

centre aisle of the church where it is read among the people.  

Please turn and face the Gospel at it passes.  

 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

All sing  
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The reader says 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Glory to you O Lord.  

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Matthew 21.33-end 
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner 

who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 

press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 

and went to another country. When the harvest time had 

come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 

But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 

and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the 

first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his 

son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the 

tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized 

him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  
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Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 

to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches 

to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 

who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said 

to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone 

that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 

the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell 

you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.  

The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it 

will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and 

the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they 

feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

The cantor sings 
 

Praise to you O Christ 

Praise to you O Christ. 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

All sing  
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Please sit. 

 

SERMON 

The Revd Lucy Winkett 
 

A period of silence is kept for personal reflection. 



 
10 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 

We believe in God, who creates all things, 

who embraces all things, who celebrates all things, 

who is present in every part of the fabric of creation. 

We believe in God as the source of all life, 

who baptises this planet with living water. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, seen in the suffering one, 

the poor one, the malnourished one, 

the climate refugee - who loves and cares for this world 

and suffers with it. 

And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life, 

who came to reconcile and renew this world 

and everything in it. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God, 

who moves with God,  

and who moves among and with us today. 

We believe in everlasting life in God. 

And we believe in the hope that one day God will put an end 

to death and all destructive forces. 

Amen. 
 

Lutheran Theological College, South India, adapted for the 

Season of Creation 2026. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

The deacon says 
 

Let us pray for the world, for the church,  

for all in need and for those who have asked for our prayers.  

 

Please kneel or sit for prayers led by a member of the 

congregation.  



 
11 

 

THE PEACE 
 

The priest says 
 

Peace to you from God, eternal Creator:  

Peace to you from Christ, who is our peace: 

Peace to you from the Holy Spirit,  

the giver and sustainer of all life. 
 

The deacon says  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The priest says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Please share the Peace with your neighbours if you are in the 

building, and in the YouTube chat box if you are online.  
 

During the offertory hymn, a collection will be taken. If you  

have cash, please fill in the Gift Aid envelopes in the pews with 

the pens available.  
 

If you don’t have cash, please use the tap donate device in the 

collection plate, which is set to £10, or the QR code on page 19. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
[Tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen; Words: William Henry Draper 

(1855-1933); based on Cantico di Frate Sole by Francis of Assisi 

(1182-1226)] 
 

All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing 

alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

thou silver moon with softer gleam: 
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Refrain: 

O praise God, O praise God, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, 

O praise God, alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 

ye lights of evening, find a voice: 
 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 

make music for thy Lord to hear, 

alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou fire so masterful and bright, 

that givest us both warmth and light: 
 

Dear mother earth, who day by day 

unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise God, alleluia! 

The flow’rs and fruits that in thee grow, 

let them God’s glory also show: 
 

And all ye folk of tender heart, 

forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye, alleluia! 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God and on God cast your care: 
 

And thou, most kind and gentle death, 

waiting to hush our latest breath, 

O praise God, alleluia! 

Thou leadest home the child of God, 

and Christ our Lord the way hath trod: 
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Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship God in humbleness; 

O praise God, alleluia! 

Praise, the Creator, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 

 

PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

The priest says 
 

We gather round this table now as fellow creatures, 

drawn together in this holy place to receive our name, 

as strangers become pilgrims at this altar on earth. 

As we do not own the Earth, we do not own Christ’s table at 

which we are fed and sustained by God.  

Like our common home, it’s ours only when we share it. 

Eternal God, give us open hearts and open hands to be fed at 

your table.  

Amen. 

 

GATHERING  
 

All are invited to gather round the altar. Should you need to sit, 

please use any of the benches or seats around the altar at the 

front of the church.  
 

While moving to the altar, please join in singing  … 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above you heavenly host,  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

The priest leads the Church’s Thanksgiving for Creation and 

Redemption in Christ … 
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The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The priest continues the Church’s prayer of thanksgiving … 
 

SANCTUS and BENEDICTUS (HEW) 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
 

All sing 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Blessed is the one. 
 

All sing 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

The prayer of consecration continues recalling Christ’s 

command to his disciples at the Last Supper, ending with: 

“... as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me” 
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THE ACCLAMATIONS (Haugen) 
 

The cantor sings 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
 

All sing after the cantor 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

The prayer continues … 
 

At the end of the prayer, sing after the cantor 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power, 

be yours for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

You are invited to pray in your own language. 
 

The priest says 
 

Let us pray in the words that Jesus gave us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Bread is broken and the priest says 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The priest says 
 

This is the table of Christ. 

It has been made ready for those who love God,  

and those who want to love more. 

So come; you who have much faith and you who have little.  

You who have been to this sacrament often  

and you who have not been for some time.  

You who have tried to follow Christ and you who have failed. 

Come. It is Christ who asks us to meet him here.  

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

During Communion, the Singing Scholars and Lay Singers will 

sing Hush! Traditional African-American Spiritual arranged by 

Stacey V. Gibbs. 
 

Oh, hush, somebody’s callin’ my name. 

Hush hush, somebody’s callin’ my name. 

Good Lord, oh, good Lord, what shall I do? 
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I'm so glad, I got my religion in time. 

I'm so glad, I got my religion in time. 

I'm so glad, I got my religion in time. 

O my Lord, good Lord, what shall I do? 
 

Oh, hush, somebody’s callin’ my name. 

Hush hush, somebody’s callin’ my name. 

Good Lord, oh, good Lord, what shall I do? 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 

Source of all Life, 

we thank you for the gifts of Creation: 

the deep wells of salvation that sustain our bodies and souls. 

We offer ourselves to tend and care for your world.  

Guide us and keep us: 

renew us, that we may work for the coming of your kin-dom. 

Through Jesus, the One who brings all things together in love.   

Amen.   

 

Notices are given by the congregation, wardens and clergy. 

 

HYMN 
[Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos; Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)] 
 

For the fruits of all creation, 

thanks be to God; 

for the gifts to ev’ry nation, 

thanks be to God; 

for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 

silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth’s safe keeping, 

thanks be to God. 
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In the just reward of labour, 

God’s will is done; 

in the help we give our neighbour, 

God’s will is done; 

in our world-wide task of caring 

for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, 

God’s will is done. 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 

thanks be to God; 

for the good we all inherit, 

thanks be go God; 

for the wonders that astound us, 

for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all, that love has found us, 

thanks be to God. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

The priest says 
 

May the God of truth and justice fill us with compassion to act 

in solidarity with all Creation 

Amen.  
 

May the God of truth and justice guide us in the paths of 

righteousness, that we may tread softly on the land and move 

gently through the seas. 

Amen.  
 

May the God of truth and justice give us wisdom to see our 

part in systems of exploitation and extraction and give us 

courage to speak truth to power. 

Amen.  
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And the blessing of God: Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit 

be with you on this day and in eternity. 

Amen.  
 

The deacon says 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

If you would like to support the ministry of  

St James’s, please scan this QR code to make  

a one-off or regular donation.  
 

Alternatively, please visit sjp.org.uk/donate, 

or use one of the tap donation points in the 

church. Donations will appear on your bank 

statement as ‘Supported Business’. 

 
For your prayers this week  
 

Parish life and events  

All members of our online community. 

Our Prayer Group as they hold members of our community in 

prayer 

Euston Food Bank who are receiving our Harvest offerings. 

Black History Month. 
 

Those who are ill 

Yasmine 
 

Recently departed 

John, and for Pat and his family and friends who mourn him. 

George, and for all who mourn him. 

Andy, and for all who mourn him. 

Bob, and for Linda and all who mourn him. 
 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory. 

https://sjp.org.uk/donate
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God, the Bible, Sanctuary and Us 

TODAY at 12.45pm in the Church Hall 
 

Following the news that St James’s is to be accredited as a 

Church of Sanctuary, please join us after this morning’s  

service for a conversation about what this might mean for  

our community. 
 

What does the Bible say about sanctuary and welcome, and 

how does our faith shape the way we welcome and support 

people seeking sanctuary?  
 

Our accreditation as a Church of Sanctuary 

will be presented to us on Sunday 18th 

October by our visiting preacher,  

The Revd Inderjit Bhogal, Methodist 

Minister and former President of the 

Methodist Conference. 

 

Choral Evensong 

NEXT SUNDAY - 11th October at 3pm 
 

This calm, reflective service using the words of the Book of 

Common Prayer will include music by Undine Smith Moore, 

Nicholas Strogers,  

and Jake Runestad. 

The Revd Dr Ayla 

Lepine will officiate 

and preach. 
 

The choir will include 

our Lay Singers and 

Singing Scholars and 

friends of St James’s. 
 

St James’s Church, 197 Piccadilly, London W1J 9LL 

Tel: 020 7292 4860 • www.sjp.org.uk • @StJPiccadilly 


