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Welcome to St James’s Church. Whether you are in the building  
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Welcome to St James’s 

Church. Whether you are 

with us in person or joining 

online, you are very 

welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Revd Sarah Lea West, Advent 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Please stand. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

Solo: 

Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby  

in a manger for his bed:  

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ her little child. 
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He came down to earth from heaven, 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable,  

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and mean and lowly, 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

through his own redeeming love, 

for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heav’n above; 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him; but in heaven, 

set at God’s right hand on high; 

there his children gather round 

bright like stars, in glory crowned. 

 

Please sit. 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

The Revd Dr Ayla Lepine 
 

FIRST READING 

Luke 1.26-38 
 

God invites Mary to become the Mother of Jesus. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
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name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favour with God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the 

angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to 

her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;  

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’  

Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed 

from her. 

 

CHOIR 

Adam lay ybounden 

Music by Boris Ord 

 

SECOND READING 

Luke 1.39-56 
 

Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth. 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 

town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth 
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was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 

sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for 

joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
 

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

And Mary remained with her for about three months and then 

returned to her home. 
 

Please stand. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came,  

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden, Mary,  

most highly favoured lady.’  

Gloria! 
 

‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, 

all generations laud and honour thee, 

thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold; 

most highly favoured lady.’  

Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name:’ 

most highly favoured lady!  

Gloria! 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, 

‘Most highly favoured lady.’  

Gloria! 

 

Please sit. 

 

CHOIR 

Nova! Nova! 

Music by Iain Farrington 

 

THIRD READING 

Noel 

by J.R.R. Tolkein 
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Grim was the world and grey last night: 

The moon and stars were fled, 

The hall was dark without song or light, 

The fires were fallen dead. 

The wind in the trees was like to the sea, 

And over the mountains’ teeth 

It whistled bitter-cold and free, 

As a sword leapt from its sheath. 
 

The lord of snows upreared his head; 

His mantle long and pale 

Upon the bitter blast was spread 

And hung o’er hill and dale. 

The world was blind, 

the boughs were bent, 

All ways and paths were wild: 

Then the veil of cloud apart was rent, 

And here was born a Child. 
 

The ancient dome of heaven sheer 

Was pricked with distant light; 

A star came shining white and clear 

Alone above the night. 

In the dale of dark in that hour of birth 

One voice on a sudden sang: 

Then all the bells in Heaven and Earth 

Together at midnight rang. 
 

Mary sang in this world below: 

They heard her song arise 

O’er mist and over mountain snow 

To the walls of Paradise, 

And the tongue of many bells was stirred 

in Heaven’s towers to ring 
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When the voice of mortal maid was heard, 

That was mother of Heaven’s King. 
 

Glad is the world and fair this night 

With stars about its head, 

And the hall is filled with laughter and light, 

And fires are burning red. 

The bells of Paradise now ring 

With bells of Christendom, 

And Gloria, Gloria we will sing 

That God on earth is come. 

 

Please stand. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie!   

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light;  

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to all the earth. 

For Christ is born of Mary;  

and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond’ring love; 
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How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem,  

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Please sit. 

 

FOURTH READING 

Say Yes (excerpt) 

by Andrea Gibson 
 

When two violins are placed in a room if a chord on one violin 

is struck 

the other violin will sound the note 

If this is your definition of hope 

This is for you 

The ones who know how powerful we are 

Who know we can sound the music in the people around us 

simply by playing our own strings 

for the ones who sing life into broken wings 

open their chests and offer their breath 
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as wind on a still day when nothing seems to be moving 

Spare those intent on proving god is dead… 

For the time you mastered the art of giving yourself for the 

sake of someone else 

For the ones who have felt what it is to crush the lies 

and lift truth so high the steeples bow to the sky 

This is for you. 

 

CHOIR CAROL 

Away in a manger 

Music by Lucy Walker 

 

FIFTH READING 

Luke 2.1-7 
 

Jesus is born in Bethlehem 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 

her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 

CHOIR 

O Virtus Sapientiæ  

Words and Music by Hildegard of Bingen 
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SIXTH READING 

Pauli Murray, Christmas Sermon, 25 December 1977 excerpt 
 

If we take the time to listen to Luke’s beautiful Gospel narrative 

of the birth of Christ, we cannot help but be filled with 

wonderment — not so much because of an angelic host 

singing “Glory to God in the Highest” but because of the utter 

simplicity and unpretentiousness of that heavenly event in 

Bethlehem.  
 

For what could have been more ordinary — and yet more 

amazing — than the Prince of Peace being born among 

animals? What could be more astonishing by today’s 

standards than the fact that the universal Savior who came to 

demonstrate God’s great love for all human beings appeared 

among the poor and needy, his coming first announced to 

lowly shepherds out in the field? 
 

And what is more remarkable in a commercialized society 

than the simple truth that the greatest gift of Christmas is the 

gift of oneself? The wonder of Christmas is that the greatest 

event in the history of humanity came silently in the night. 
 

CHOIR 

The shepherd’s pipe carol 

Words and Music by John Rutter 

 

SEVENTH READING 

Luke 2.8-20 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the 

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
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them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 

of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city 

of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 

a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favours!’  
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,  

the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to  

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,  

which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in  

the manger. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 
 

"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled minds; 

”glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to you and all mankind. 
 

To you, in David's town this day 

is born of David's line 

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

and this shall be the sign. 
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Choir only: 

The heav’nly babe you there shall find 

to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swaddling-clothes 

and in a manger laid.” 
 

Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 

appeared a shining throng 

of angels, praising God, and thus 

addressed their joyful song: 
 

"All glory be to God on high, 

and to the earth be peace, 

goodwill henceforth from heav’n to men 

begin and never cease." 

 

EIGHTH READING 

Glory is the final word 

by Evelyn Underhill 
 

Glory is the final word of religion, as joy is its final state.  

The sparks and trickles of the Supernatural which come to us, 

the hints of received through beauty and through sacrifice, 

the mysterious visitations and pressures of grace reaching us 

through the conflicts, rebellions and torments of the natural 

world – all these are earnests of a Wholeness and Perfection 

yet unseen: as the small range of sound and colour revealed 

by the sense witnesses to the unseen colour and unseen music 

of a Reality that lies beyond their narrow span. 

 

CHOIR CAROL 

Ding Dong! Merrily on high 

arranged by Mack Wilberg 
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Please stand for the Gospel. 

 

NINTH READING 

John 1.1-14  
 

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  

All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 

came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world.  
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came  to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a Father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth.  
 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please remain standing. 
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During the final two carols, a collection will be taken for  

St James’s Christmas for All appeal.  
 

Opportunity for cash or tap donations will be passed around 

the congregation. £10, £20 or more will make a huge 

difference to the work St James’s does with people who need  

a listening ear, hot food or clothing at this time of year and will 

support music and arts education programmes too. 
 

Please also use the QR code on page 18. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

It came upon the midnight clear,  

that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth  

to touch their harps of gold:   

‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,  

from heaven’s all gracious King!’  

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come,  

with peaceful wings unfurled; 

and still their heav’nly music floats 

o’er all the weary world:  

above its sad and lowly plains 

they bend on hov’ring wing; 

and ever o’er its Babel-sounds 

the blesséd angels sing. 
 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

the world has suffered long; 
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beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

two thousand years of wrong; 

and warring humankind hears not 

the love-song which they bring: 

O hush the noise of mortal strife, 

and hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo, the days are hast’ning on, 

by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years  

comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendours fling, 

and all the world send back the song  

which now the angels sing. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

O come, all ye faithful,  

joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  

come and behold him, born the king of angels:   
 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God,  

Light of  Light, 

lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

very God, begottten not created:  
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See how the shepherds, 

summoned to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:  
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

glory to God in the highest:  

 

THE BLESSING 
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St James’s Christmas For All Appeal 
 

In 1684 Sir Christopher Wren's vision 
of St James's as a place of beauty 
and justice became a reality. 
 

We often use words like home and 
family when we talk about Christmas, 
as we gather to celebrate with love 
and joy.  
 
 

 

Yet, we should remember that for others there is no home, 
and many feel little love or joy at this time of year. 
 
 

This Christmas, we invite you to 
support our work and help us 
continue to bring hope and comfort 
to those who need it most.  
 

Your donation will make a difference 
in our community. 
 
 
 

 

Donations may be made by visiting www.sjp.org.uk/christmas, 
by scanning the QR code, or by using one of the tap donation 
points in the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjp.org.uk%2Fchristmas&data=05%7C02%7Cadministrator%40sjp.org.uk%7Cc4dbfcf78e5e49e2e43908de2695de94%7Cba8ede5c9d5b41688fb8345118abeb86%7C0%7C0%7C638990622312734522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CAxVVDUG8w7f6Dyhdp38eic10N%2Ba0yG18j%2BvldQ79aE%3D&reserved=0
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Christmas 2025 at St James’s Church 

 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 21st Dec at 6pm 

All are welcome to join the parish carol service with scripture, 

poetry, and music from our Lay Singers and Music Scholars. 

 
Christmas Eve Carols 

Wednesday 24th Dec at 4pm 

Hear the Christmas story and sing carols, accompanied by the 

St James’s Music Scholars and trumpet fanfares. Families and 

children are especially welcome at this service. This service 

will be streamed live on our YouTube channel at 4pm. 

 
Midnight Mass 

Wednesday 24th Dec at 11.30pm 

All are welcome to our midnight Eucharist with carols. 

This atmospheric service with choir and candlelight welcomes 

the infant Christ into the world. It is a time to rejoice together 

in the true meaning of Christmas, offering love, hope, and 

peace to all. This service will be streamed live on our YouTube 

channel at 11.30pm. 

 
Christmas Day Eucharist 

Thursday 25th Dec at 11am 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Christ with choral music 

and carols. All are welcome to join our Christmas lunch with all 

the trimmings after the service. This service will be streamed 

live on our YouTube channel at 11am. 

                                                    
YouTube @stjamesschurchpiccadilly 
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