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The service of Evensong is an historic one from the foundational
prayerbook of the Anglican Communion: the Book of Common
Prayer 1662. This prayerbook was a key document in the English
Reformation as it brought together traditions from the Roman
Catholic church (for example, singing the Magnificat at Vespers)
with the Protestant insistence that the Bible was to be read in the
vernacular language of the people.

The architect of the Prayer Book, Thomas Cranmer, took the
monastic services of Matins, Lauds, Vespers and so on and
condensed them into two main services of Morning and Evening
Prayer, which all clergy still undertake at their ordination to say
every day. But the point of these new services was that they were
not to be restricted to religious communities; they were services
of the people sung or said by the people in their own language.

Evening Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer was,
in its time, a radical service, but one that acknowledged its debt
to the past as well as creating something new for the future. It
has been said or sung in churches ever since as a way of thanking
God forthe day that is past; and in cathedrals is sung often every
day of the week. For the congregation it has evolved into a
service that is a mixture of participation by speaking or singing
and participation by meditation while the choir sings.

The congregation sing the hymns, and say the Creed, the Lord'’s
Prayer and some of the responses. The choir sing the canticles:
Magnificat (the Song of Mary from Luke’s gospel) and Nunc
Dimittis (the Song of Simeon from Luke’s gospel) and “in quires
and places where they sing” an anthem too.



Before the service Ashley will play Clair De Lune by Louis
Vierne (1870-1937).

ORDER OF SERVICE

INTROIT

The choir sings O Virtus Sapientiae, Antiphon for Divine
Wisdom by Hildegard of Bingen (R 466rb) 1098-1179

O virtus Sapientie,

que circuiens circuisti,
comprehendendo omnia

in una via que habet vitam,

tres alas habens,

quarum una in altum volat

et altera de terra sudat

et tercia undique volat.

Laus tibi sit, sicut te decet, O Sapientia.

O Wisdom’s energy!

Whirling, you encircle

and everything embrace

in the single way of life.

Three wings you have:

one soars above into the heights,

one from the earth exudes,

and all about now flies the third.

Praise be to you, as is your due, O Wisdom.



RESPONSES:
music: Bernard Rose OBE (1916-1996)

The minister sings

O Lord, open thou our lips.
The choir sings

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister

O God, make speed to save us.

Choir
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Here, all standing up, the minister shall sing

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

Choir

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.
Amen.

Minister

Praise ye the Lord.

Choir

The Lord’s name be praised.

Please sit.



PSALM 66 (Elizabeth Roe in G)

All sing

O be joyful in God all ye lands: sing praises unto the honour
of his Name, make his praise to be glorious.

Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy works:
through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies be
found liars unto thee.

For all the world shall worship thee: sing of thee and praise
thy Name.

O come hither and behold the works of God: how wonderful
he is in his doing toward the children of men.

He turned the sea into dry land: so that they went through the
water on foot; there did we re-joice thereof.

He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes be-hold the
people: and such as will not believe shall not be able to ex-alt
them-selves.

O praise our God, ye people: and make the voice of his
praise to be heard;

Who holdeth our soul in life: and suffereth not our feet to slip.
For thou O God hast proved us: thou also hast tried us like as
silver is tried.

Thou broughtest us into the snare: and laidest trouble upon
our loins.

Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads: we went through
fire and water, and thou broughtest us out into a wealthy
place.

I will go into thine house with burnt-offerings: and will pay
thee my vows, which | promised with my lips and spake with
my mouth when | was in trouble.

I will offer unto thee fat burnt-sacrifices, with the incense of
rams: | will offer bullocks and goats.



O come hither and hearken, all ye that fear God: and | will tell
you what he hath done for my soul.

| called unto him with my mouth: and gave him praises with
my tongue.

If l incline unto wickedness with mine heart: the Lord will not
hear me.

But God hath heard me: and considered the voice of my
prayer.

Praised be God who hath not cast out my prayer: nor turned
his mercy from me.

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son:

and to the Holy Ghost:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.

Amen.

Please sit.

PSALM 67 (Beethoven)

God be merciful unto us, and bless us: and shew us the light
of his countenance, and be merciful unto us:

That thy way may be known upon earth: thy saving health
among all nations.

Let the people praise thee, O God: yea, let all the people
praise thee.

O let the nations rejoice and be glad: for thou shalt judge the
folk righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.

Let the people praise thee, O God: let all the people praise
thee.



Then shall the earth bring forth her increase: and God, even
our own God, shall give us his blessing.

God shall bless us: and all the ends of the world shall fear
him.

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son:

and to the Holy Ghost:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.

Amen.

Please sit.

THE FIRST LESSON
Judges 7.13-22

When Gideon arrived, there was a man telling a dream to his
comrade; and he said, 'l had a dream, and in it a cake of
barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came to
the tent, and struck it so that it fell; it turned upside down, and
the tent collapsed.” And his comrade answered, ‘This is no
other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, a man of Israel;
into his hand God has given Midian and all the army.’

When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its
interpretation, he worshipped; and he returned to the camp of
Israel, and said, ‘Get up; for the Lord has given the army of
Midian into your hand.” After he divided the three hundred
men into three companies, and put trumpets into the hands of
all of them, and empty jars, with torches inside the jars, he said
to them, ‘Look at me, and do the same; when | come to the
outskirts of the camp, do as | do. When | blow the trumpet, |
and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets
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around the whole camp, and shout, “For the Lord and for
Gideon!"’

So Gideon and the hundred who were with him came to the
outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch,
when they had just set the watch; and they blew the trumpets
and smashed the jars that were in their hands. So the three
companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars, holding in
their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the
trumpets to blow; and they cried, ‘A sword for the Lord and for
Gideon!” Every man stood in his place all around the camp,
and all the men in camp ran; they cried out and fled. When
they blew the three hundred trumpets, the Lord set every
man’s sword against his fellow and against all the army; and
the army fled as far as Beth-shittah towards Zererah, as far as
the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.

Here ends the first lesson.

Please stand.

MAGNIFICAT John Stainer (1840-1901) in B flat

The choir sings

My soul doth magnify the Lord:

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:

the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth:

all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:

and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.



He hath shewed strength with his arm:

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:

and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things:

and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,

Abraham and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:

and to the Holy Ghost:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.

Amen.

Please sit.

THE SECOND LESSON
John 15.9-17

As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. | have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what |
command you. | do not call you servants any longer, because
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have
called you friends, because | have made known to you
everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and
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bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.

Here ends the second lesson.
Please stand.

NUNC DIMITTIS John Stainer (1840-1901) in B flat

The choir sings

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen:

thy salvation,

which thou hast prepared:

before the face of all people;

to be a light to lighten the Gentiles:

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:

and to the Holy Ghost:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.

Amen.

Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed, by the minister and the
people standing.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
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who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

THE LESSER LITANY

The minister says

The Lord be with you.
All say

And with thy spirit.
Please sit or kneel.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Then the minister, clerks, and people shall say the Lord'’s Prayer
with a loud voice.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth

as itisin heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Amen.

Then the minister standing up shall sing

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.

Choir

And grant us thy salvation.

Minister

O Lord, save the King.

Choir

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.

Choir
And make thy chosen people joyful.
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Minister

O Lord, save thy people.

Choir

And bless thine inheritance.

Minister

Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Choir

Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.

Minister

O God, make clean our hearts within us.

Choir
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Then shall follow three Collects; the first of the day; the second
for Peace; the third for Aid against all Perils.

THE COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

Almighty Father,

whose will is to restore all things

in your beloved Son, the King of all:

govern the hearts and minds of those in authority,
and bring the families of the nations,

divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,

to be subject to his just and gentle rule;

who is alive and reigns with you,
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE SECOND COLLECT FOR PEACE

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,

and all just works do proceed;

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness;

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen.

THE THIRD COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;

and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night;

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

In quires and places where they sing, here followeth the anthem:

To My Humble Supplication/Psalm 86
music by Gustav Holst (1874-1934)

To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation;
Save Thy servant that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone.

Send, O send relieving gladness
To my soul opprest with sadness,
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Which from clog of earth set free
Winged with zeal, flies up to Thee.

To Thee, rich in mercies treasure,
And in goodness without measure,
Never failing help to those

Who on Thy sure help repose.

Heav'nly Tutor, of thy kindness,

Teach my dullness, guide my blindness,
That my steps Thy paths may tread
Which to endless bliss do lead.

words by Joseph Bryan, c.1620

Bow down thine ear, O Lord, hear me:

for I am poor, and needy.

Preserve thou my soul, for | am holy :

O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.
Be merciful unto me, O Lord :

for | cry unto thee daily.

Rejoice the soul of thy servant :

for unto thee, O Lord, do | lift up my soul.

For thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive :

and plenteous in mercy unto them that call upon thee.
Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer :

and attend to the voice of my supplication.

| will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart :
and | will glorify thy Name for evermore.

verses from Psalm 86

THE PRAYERS
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HYMN
[Tune: Bangor, from Harmony of Syon by William Tans'ur
(1735); Words by John Milton (1608-1674)]

How lovely are thy dwellings fair,
O Lord of hosts; how dear

the pleasant tabernacles are
where thou dost dwell so near!

Happy, who in thy house reside,

where thee they ever praise!

Happy, whose strength in thee doth bide,
and in their hearts thy ways!

They journey on from strength to strength
with joy and gladsome cheer,

till all before our God at length

in Zion doth appear.

Lord God of hosts that reign’st on high,
that man is truly blest

who only on thee doth rely,

and in thee only rest.

THE SERMON
The Reverend Lucy Winkett

During the final hymn, a collection will be taken.
If you don’t have cash, please use the QR code on page18.
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HYMN

[Tune: Ode To Joy (Ludwig van Beethoven 1770-1827);
Words: Edward Osier 1793-1863 (final verse; other verses
anonymous)]

Praise the Lord; ye heavens, adore him;
praise him, angels in the height;

sun and moon rejoice before him,
praise him, all ye stars of light.

Praise the Lord! For he hath spoken;
worlds his mighty voice obeyed;

law which never shall be broken

for their guidance hath he made.

Praise the Lord! For he is glorious;
never shall his promise fail:

God hath made his saints victorious;
sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation!
Hosts on high, his power proclaim;
heaven, and earth, and all creation,
laud and magnify his name.

Worship, honour, glory, blessing,
Lord, we offer unto thee;

young and old, thy praise expressing,
in glad homage bend the knee.

All the saints in heaven adore thee;
we would bow before thy throne;

as thine angels serve before thee,

so on earth thy will be done.
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THE BLESSING

The minister says

Go forth into the world in peace;

be of good courage, hold fast that which is good,
render to no one evil for evil.

Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak,
help the afflicted, honour all people.

Love and serve God,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit,

and the blessing of God;

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Pl In addition to the physical collection,
] L if you do not have cash with you, please

-Er.l'i'l'.'- scan this QR code with your smartphone

: Al ively, pl isi
| Fﬁ il 1) ternatively, please visit

tap donation points in the church.
@ DONATE ONLINE
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https://sjp.org.uk/donate

Disability History Month Book Group
Monday 27th November, 7.30-8.30pm on Zoom

The Christian disability activist Amy
Kenny recently published a
celebrated and influential book
titled My Body is Not a Prayer
Request: Disability, Justice and the
Church. Disabled members of St
James's congregation have selected
this book for discussion as a part of
Disability History Month. Copies are
available to borrow from Ayla's
study in the Rectory.

Disability Justice
in the Church

The Zoom link for the discussion will
be available in the coming weeks.

Advent Evening Liturgy
for Churches Together in Westminster
Sunday 3rd December at 6pm

Advent readings and carols, candlelight, mulled wine and
mince pies, in celebration of the work of building community
and of growing friendship between churches in Westminster.
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